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Track the world’s armed forces and weaponry at your 
fingertips with Military Periscope.

Overview of basic search bar and search functionality.

The search function is accessible from the main page, as well as from a box on the top right side of every 
page in the database. A drop-down menu allows you to filter the search to a single database, including the 
armed forces, weapons, terrorism, and news and reports. 



Weapons, Systems, and Platforms

This includes complete illustrated descriptions for over 7,500 weapons, systems, and platforms.

You are about to take control of the world’s easiest-to-use, most up-to-date open-source military database. 
Containing over 7,500 weapons, systems, and platforms worldwide, this state-of-the-art research tool is 
written for professionals by professionals. All weapons are grouped by type, most with photographs and 
cross-referenced whenever appropriate. If an aircraft carries missiles, you can click from missile to aircraft 
with clearly marked links. Weapons are also linked to the countries that possess them.

1. On the users’ home page, click on the Weapons link at the top of the page.

2. You are now on the Weapons/Systems/Platforms page. There are two menus: one showing the 
different weapon types and the other showing sub-types under a selected type. Click on Aircraft. 

3. You now have 13 different categories of aircraft at your disposal. Click on the Attack category. 
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4. This brings you down to an alphabetical list of all of the available attack aircraft records. Scroll down, 
and click on the F-35 Lightning II.
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This is where you take over. Each weapon has nine potential categories of information:

• Description. Purpose, design/appearance and structural components, subsystems, and weapons load.

• Picture. Many records include photos and/or line drawings.

• Status. Development history, contract awards, production status, and first flights/deployments.

• Builders. List of manufacturers.

• Users/platforms. Countries that operate equipment, platforms on which weapons, sensors, etc., are 
mounted.

• Characteristics. Weights, dimensions, propulsion systems, performance, sensor, and armament data.

• Variants. Developed variations, plus outlines of predecessor systems.

• Issues/notes. Major controversies, groundings/recalls, and user comments.

• Operational notes. Summary of combat operations.



Nations’ Armed Forces and Orders of Battle

The researchers at Military Periscope begin by detailing the composition of land, sea, and air forces of 
every country, including equipment, personnel strength, and structure. Then, we add available information 
on deployment, plans, programs, and budgets. In the relevant cases, we report on each country’s alliances, 
opposition, and paramilitary forces.

1. On the users’ home page, click on the Armed Forces link.

2. You are now on the Nations’ Armed Forces page. A list of 12 regions and organizations is provided. 
Click on Africa. 

3. With just two clicks, you have drilled down to a menu of 45 African nations. Click on Tanzania. 
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4. All Armed Forces records in the database are organized by subhead to help you pinpoint the 
information you need. These can be navigated using the table at the top right of the page. Links at the 
top of the page take you directly to the orders of battle for individual services, such as the army and 
air force. 

• Overview. Description of the country’s military positioning, external/internal threats, and other 
factors affecting defense issues;

• Armed forces. Explains how a country’s military branches are organized, numbers and strength of 
personnel, reserves, and conscription policies;

• Equipment. A system-by-system listing of the arsenal in each military branch, quantities in service, 
and a comparison with previous figures to help analyze buildups or drawdowns at a glance;

• Deployment. Lists bases, locations, and units stationed, if available;

• Opposition forces. Unique details on armed forces in conflict with the established military and their 
organization, strength, and equipment;

• Paramilitary forces. Equipment and strength figures for quasi-military armed forces, including 
naval auxiliaries, military police, special guard forces, and more;

• Issues/notes. Editorial insights into the country’s defense positioning, including historical 
information; and

• Plans and programs. Details on future programs, including equipment purchases and development, 
defense requirements, budget fluctuations, and armed forces reorganization.
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International Terrorist Organizations

We’ve taken the same nuts-and-bolts approach to terrorism as we do with weapons and nations. We have 
added an open-source database of international terrorist organizations—from the well-known, such as Al-
Qaida, Hamas, and Hezbollah, to the less publicized, such as Revolutionary Nuclei and AUM Supreme Truth. 
An interactive map locates the groups by region.

1. On the users’ home page, click on the Terrorist Organizations link.

2. You can search by region using the interactive map or by the alphabetical list. 

3. Click on Africa. You are now in the alphabetical list of all Africa-based terrorist groups. Click on Niger 
Delta Avengers. 



4. Just like the Weapons and Armed Forces pages, the Terrorist Organizations pages can be navigated 
using subheadings listed at the top right of the page. 

Each record contains eight sub-categories:

• Group name and aliases

• Location/area of operation

• Stated purpose

• Strength

• External aid and links

• Activities

• Overview

• Group chronology



Daily Defense News Capsules

Our editors are constantly reviewing hundreds of news sources to bring you the latest defense/military 
news and developments from newspapers, websites, government releases, wire services, and more. You 
can scan the headlines and choose the stories you want to see. Every defense news capsule includes the 
original source or sources for further reference. Daily defense news topics include: 

• Conflicts

• Political-military events

• Equipment procurement and transfer

• Armed forces exercises

• Training

• Leadership changes

• Defense industry mergers/buyouts/new products

• And more!



Special Reports
As events warrant, Military Periscope’s editors issue special reports on geopolitical developments, 
conflicts, military force deployments, weapons performance, budget highlights, and arms development 
programs. Many major news outlets, like Los Angeles Times and CBS News, rely on Military Periscope 
Special Reports when tensions flare around the world.

The Daily Defense News Capsules and Special Reports are both accessed from the News & Reports link 
at the top of every page. This page also allows you to search for news stories by country or a specific date 
range. Clicking on Search and then Special Report takes you to the list of special reports.



PEER INTO MILITARY PERISCOPE

For over 30 years, our researchers have been gathering open-source information on every modern military 
weapon in use by the world’s militaries. We have continued to keep up with the constant developments and 
changes in the universe of military weaponry. 

Military Periscope puts facts and information on the world’s military systems at your fingertips. 

Weapons, Systems, and Platforms
Take control of the world’s most comprehensive military information service. It’s your one-stop source for a 
complete, illustrated description of more than 7,500 weapons, systems, and platforms.

Nations’ Armed Forces
Nations from every continent are represented in this comprehensive database. Details on each nation’s 
armed forces include air, ground, naval, special warfare, paramilitary, and strategic forces. Drill down and 
you’ll find information on armed forces structure, equipment listings, deployment plans, and programs.

Terrorist Organizations
This provides in-depth details on international terrorist groups from around the globe, including those defined 
by the U.S. State Department. Each organization profile includes an overview, stated purpose, strength, 
external aid, current activities, group chronology, and more. An interactive map locates the groups by region.

Daily Defense News Capsules
Every business day—delivered to your desktop—you can have the latest headlines from around the world, 
reporting on wars, military engagements, weapons sales and transfers, and all the stories you would expect 
from MilitaryPeriscope.com. Our staff review hundreds of news sources and provide references if you need 
to dig deeper.

Special Reports
MilitaryPeriscope.com has a network of stringers who offer exclusive military analyses and reports 
from arms exhibitions worldwide, bringing readers details of the latest industry products, international 
developments, and military strategies, among many other topics.

NOWHERE ELSE CAN YOU FIND THIS INFORMATION IN ONE PLACE 
AND AS EASY TO USE AS WITH MILITARY PERISCOPE.



www.militaryperiscope.com

@MilPeriscope

info@militaryperiscope.com


