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Course Syllabus 

Course Title: Use of Force 

Course Title in Swedish: Militär maktutövning 

Course Code:  2PK036 

Valid From:  Autumn term 2017 

Confirmed by:  The Swedish Defence University Board of Research and Education 2017-04-27 

Department: Department of Security, Strategy and Leadership 
Subject:  War Studies 

Level:   Advanced  

Higher education credits: 15 credits 

Entry requirements and specific admission requirements: 

Admission to the Master’s programme in politics and war.  

Main field of study: 

War Studies  

Progressive specialisation: 

A1N 

Level of specialisation: 

- 

Course Content and Structure: 
The aim of the course is to increase the understanding of both traditional and modern 

perspectives on the military use of force. The course combines theoretical and applied 

elements on the use of force. The main theme of the course is how, for what ends and 

under what circumstances military power can be useful to achieve political goals. It 

provides an overview over the history of military theory and contains rationalistic as 

well as constructivist approaches to the study of the use of military force. Throughout 

the course the use of force is problematized through different ethical perspectives.  

The course begins by contextualizing basic conceptual questions in the study of 

military force as strategy and as war. Thereafter the course progresses by the 

introduction of two different perspectives on the use of military force: the 

instrumental and the constructivist perspectives. The course then proceeds to treat 

different themes and conflict types in which the aforementioned theoretical 

perspectives are used to analyze contemporary and relevant cases of the use of force. 
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Intended Learning Outcomes: 
Having finished the course the student will be able to:  

 

 Identify different analytical perspectives and traditions within the study of 

military use of force and critically evaluate their analytical power and 

scientific basis.  

 Independently and critically analyse different strategic decisions to use 

military force from an instrumental as well as from an ideational perspective.  

 Display the ability to clearly communicate, orally and in written form, the 

content, arguments and conclusions in the course literature.  

 Value and contrast different ways of analyzing the use of force 

 Independently and with good arguments weigh the possibilities and limitations 

to achieve political goals with different kinds of military power.  

 Analyse the main tendencies in the historical development of the use of 

military force and relate these to shifts in international and national political 

and cultural context.  

 Evaluate and problematize different forms of the use of military force in 

relation to their ethical consequences and foundations.  

 

 

Assessment and Examination: 

The course is examined through an individual written assignment, active 

participation in mandatory seminars.  

 

The examining teacher may decide on supplementary tasks in order for the student 

to achieve a passing grade (G). 

 
Absence from mandatory seminars may, subject to the examining teacher’s decision, 

be compensated by submission of a written supplementary task. 

 

Number of examination sessions: 

There is no limit of the number of examination sessions. 

 

Grading: 

Grading is done according to a three-tiered scale: Pass with distinction (VG), Pass 

(G), and Fail (U). 

 

In order to achieve a Pass with distinction (VG) on the course, the student has to 

have participated actively and constructively in the mandatory seminars, and 

received a Pass with distinction (VG) on the final individually written paper.  

 

In order to achieve a Pass (G) on the course, the student has to have participated 

actively and constructively in the mandatory seminars and received a Pass on the 

final individually written paper.  

 

Grading criteria 

Grading criteria are described in the course description. 
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Reading list and study resources: 

See appendix 1. 

Interim Regulations: 

When the course is no longer offered or when its content has been changed in its 

essence a student has the right to be examined according to this course syllabus 

once every semester during a period of three consecutive semesters.  

Miscellaneous: 

The course is given as a part of the Master’s programme in Politics and War. 

The language of instruction is English. 

The course convenor will arrange for the course to be evaluated after its 

conclusion. The evaluation forms the basis for eventual changes to the course. 
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